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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

(1

Test at a Glance

Test Name Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading

Test Code 5710

Time 75 minutes

Number of Questions | 46

Format Multiple-choice questions based on reading passages and statements

Approximate Approximate
Content Categories Number of Percentage of
Questions Examination

I. Literal Comprehension 21 45%
Il. Critical and Inferential Comprehension 25 55%

About This Test

The Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test in Reading measures the ability to understand, analyze, and evaluate written texts.
Varying in difficulty, the reading material is drawn from a variety of subject areas and real-life situations that educated adults are
likely to encounter. Each passage is followed by questions that are based on its content and that relate to a variety of reading
skills. All questions can be answered by using information contained within the passage; no question requires outside knowledge
of the content.

The test consists of three types of stimulus material: long passages of approximately 200 words with 4 to 7 questions, short
passages of approximately 100 words with 2 or 3 questions, and brief statements followed by a single question. Passages are
drawn from both print and electronic media, such as newspapers, magazines, journals, nonfiction books, novels, online
articles, and visual representations. Questions in each of the three formats may pose tasks of varying difficulty and test any of
the skills identified in the Topics Covered section.

This test may contain some questions that will not count toward your score.
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

Topics Covered

Representative descriptions of topics covered in each category are provided below.

I. Literal Comprehension Il. Critical and Inferential Comprehension
Literal comprehension content measures the ability to Critical and inferential comprehension content measures
understand accurately and completely what is directly the ability to evaluate a reading selection and its
stated in a written message. messages.
* Main Ideas e Evaluation
— Identify summaries or paraphrases of the main — Determine whether evidence strengthens, weakens,
idea or primary purpose of a reading selection or is relevant to the arguments in a reading
selection

e Supporting Ideas
— Determine the role that an idea, reference, or piece
of information plays in an author’s discussion or

argument

— ldentify summaries or paraphrases of the
supporting ideas and specific details in a
reading selection

— Determine whether information presented in a

e Organization : o .
g reading selection is presented as fact or opinion

— Identify how a reading selection is organized
in terms of cause/effect, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, etc.

— Identify the relationship among ideas presented in
a reading selection

— Identify key transition words and phrases in a * Inferential Reasoning

reading selection and how they are used — Draw inferences and implications from the directly

« Vocabulary in Context stated content of a reading selection

— Determine the logical assumptions upon which an

— Identify the meanings of words as they are used in L
argument or conclusion is based

the context of a reading selection
— Determine the author’s attitude toward material
discussed in a reading selection

e Generalization

— Recognize or predict ideas or situations that are
extensions of or similar to what has been presented
in a reading selection

— Draw conclusions from material presented in a
reading selection

— Apply ideas presented in a reading selection to
other situations

[
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

Sample Test Questions

The sample questions that follow illustrate the kinds of Questions 1-2
questions in the test. They are not, however, representative of Lyndon Johnson’s father once told him

the entire scope of the test in either content or difficulty.

Answers with explanations follow the questions. There are that he did not belong in politics unless

additional sample questions found in the Pre-Professional Skills he could walk into a roomful of people
Test: Reading (0710) Test at a Glance. Line and tell immediately who was for him
Directions: Each statement or passage in this test is followed (5)  and who was against him. In fact, even
by a question or questions based on its content. After the shrewd Johnson had not quite such
reading a statement or passage, choose the best answer to occult power, but his liking for this
each question from among the five choices given. Answer all story tells us something useful about

questions following a statement or passage on the basis of
what is stated or implied in that statement or passage; you
are not expected to have any previous knowledge of the
topics treated in the statements and passages. instincts—honed in the Texas hill
country, sharpened in a life of politics,

confirmed in a long and respected

him: he set much store by instinct. No
(10) wonder, then, that it would be to his

Remember, try to answer every question.

congressional career—that he would
(15) often turn while in the White House.

This reliance on instinct enabled
Johnson to put on the presidency like a
suit of comfortable old clothes. John
(20)  Kennedy, on the other hand, came to it
with a historical, nearly theoretical view
of what was required of a strong
President—he knew exactly what
Woodrow Wilson had said about the
(25) office and he had read Corwin and
Neustadt. With eager confidence,
Kennedy acquired a presidential suit
off the rack and put on a little weight
to make himself fit it.

I ———. =
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

1. On the computer screen you will see
the following:

The “occult” power described in the first sentence

is clearly not a power that people ordinarily have.

It could, therefore, best be described as “supernatural.”
The last option is the best answer.

|

Lyndon Johnson's father once told i =

thal b didd il beloneg inprolities unlyss
he could walk into a roomful of people
Line and tell immediatehy who was for him
{51 and who was against him. In fact, even
the shrewd Johnson had not quite such
occult power. but his liking for this
stary tells us something usctul about
hirm: b =el rmuch =tore by instine. No
(7#) wonder, then, that it would be to his
instincte — honed in the Texas hill
country, sharpened in a life of politics,
confirmed in 2 long and respected
congressional career — that he would
(75 often turn while in the White House.

This reliance on instinct enabled
Jnhnsan tn put on the presidency like 2
suit of comfortable old clothes. John
(2#) Kennedy, on the other hand, came to it
with a historical, nearly theoretical view
of what was required of a strong
Fresident — he knew exactly whal

Which of the following words, if substituted for
the word “occult” in line 7. would introduce the
LEAS | change in the meaning of the
senlenee?

7 legendany
subtle
invigible
persuasive

<
<
<
> supernatural

‘Woodrow Wilson had saud about the

El

Lyndon Johnson's father once told him =
that he did not belong in poliics unless

b ol wealke o A coomiful of propls
Lime and tell immediately who was for him
(%) and who was against him. In fact, even
thie shread dohnson bad ool gquile soch
occult power, but his liking for this
stany tells us something useful about
him: he set much store by instinct. Mo
(74} wonder, thon, that it would be to his
instincts — honed in the Texas hill
country. sharpened in a life of politics.
confirmead in 2 long and respected
congressinnaEl career — thal he woolid

(7%) often turn while in the White House.

This reliance oninstine 2oabiled
Johnson to put on the presidency like o
=uit of comfortable old clothes. John
{28) Kennedy. on the other hand. came to it
with a histoncal, nearbky thoorchical vicw
of what was required of a strang
Fresident — he knew exactly what

Woodrow Wilzon had gaid about the

=

‘Which of the following words, if substituted for
the word “occult™ in line 7, would infroduce the
LCAST change in the meaning of the
sentence?

< legendary
Subtle
irnaisitile
persuasive

o
<>
o
o cupornatural
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

2. On the computer screen you will see
the following:

The passage is about the different approaches of
Johnson and Kennedy to the presidency. In explaining
how each approached the office and how they differed
in this respect, the author is necessarily making a
comparison. The correct answer is the second

option, “making a comparison.”

I ———. =

(78} wonder, then, that it would be to his =

ingtincts — honed in the Texas hill
country, sharpened in a life of politics.
contrmed in along and respectod
congressional career — that he would
(74) often turn while in the YWhite | louse.

Thiz reliance on instinct enabled _I
Johnson to put on the presidency like a
suit of comfortable old clothes. John

(78} Krnnehy, on the athier band, came Dol
with a historical, nearby theoretical view
of what was requirad of 2 strong
Fresidenl — he knew sxanciby whisl
‘Woodrow Wilson had said about the

(25) office and he had read Corwin and
Meustadt. With eager confidence.
K.ennedy acquired o presidential suit
off the rack and put on a little weight to
make himself fit it.

In the passage, the author 15 primanky
concerned with

< explaining an event
T2 miking A compaArison
> listing facts

< retelling 2 story

T2 refuling &n Arguiment

(72) wander. then. that it would be to his ‘.'

instincts — honad in the | exas kil
oy, sharprned ina dife of politics,
confirmed in a long and respected
congrassional caraer — that he would
(7450 ulten turn while in the While House.

Thizs reliance on instinct enabled _I
Johnson to put on the presidency like a
surt ot comtortable old clothes. John

(27) Kennedy, on the other hand, came fo it
with a historical. nearty theoretical view
of what was requirad of 2 strong
Fresidenl — he knew st ly whal
‘Woodrow Wilson had said about the

(%) office and he had read Corwin and
Mrstadl With pager confidenece,
Kennedy acquired o presidential cuit
off the rack and put on a little weight 1o
make himself fit it.

In the passage, the author is primarily
concerned with

cxplaming an cwont
making 2 comparizon
listing facts

retelling a story
refuling An Argument

00040
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

3. On the computer screen you will see
the following:

Alice Fletchar, the Margaret Mead of her day, ascistad several
American Indian nations that were threatened with remonal
frown thiir Fand Tothe Todian Terrilone. She helped themin
petitioning Congress for legal titles to their farms. When no
response came from Washington, she went thoere herself to
prasant their cage.

A

i 1o the statement sbione, Alice Fletcher altempled o

2 imitate the studics of Margaret Mead

<2 obtain property rights for American Indians

CZ» protect the integrity of the Indian Territary

T2 become & membier of the United Stales Congrass
2 persuade ‘Washington to expand the Indian Territory

Chck on your choice.

This passage states that Alice Fletcher helped American
Indians secure legal title to their land so they would not
be forced to abandon it. This idea is expressed in the

. “ . : : Ahce Fletcher, the M t Moad of her day, assisted o |
second ChO|Ce, Obtaln property rlghts for Amerlcan Arllft;i:::nc:ngiran :ari;lr:g?;c;t WZ?Q :ﬂre;r:;nzs \:\::ihr'h Im;wgcra
|ndlanS," Wthh |S, thel’efore, the COI’I’eCt answer. from thieir kand tothe Tndian Territory, Shie helped thiemin

petitioning Congress for legal titles to their farms. When no
responsc came from YWashington, she went there hersclf 1o
present their case.

According to the statement above, Alice Fletcher eftempted to

irmitals the shodies of Marngarel Mesd

obtain property rights for American Indians

protect the integrity of the Indian | errtory

become a member of the United States Congress
prersuAie Weashingion o sepand the Tndian Terrilone

00080

Click on wour choice.

I ——————, =
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

Questions 4-5

One promising energy source is sophisticated development of the basic windmills that have ground grain, drained land, and

pumped water for centuries. Coupled with advanced storage batteries, very large windmills might satisfy total energy needs

for rural areas, towns, and even small cities in locales where strong and prevalent winds can be counted on. Wind power has
several advantages. First, no new technology is really required. Second, the energy source is inexhaustible and one hundred
percent clean. Third, relatively little capital investment is needed to install or operate windmills.

But wind power has major disadvantages, too. Most obviously, it will work only in limited geographical areas. Less
obviously, large-scale deployment of huge windmills might have unforeseen atmospheric and environmental effects. And
forests of giant windmills might turn into ugly eyesores. Finally, the amount of electricity that could be generated by wind
power would simply be insufficient to meet major nationwide energy needs.

However, a network of sea-based windmills, placed on deep-ocean buoys and driven by the same prevailing winds that
once powered sailing vessels all over the world, could provide a substantial fraction of the world’s electrical energy —
especially if the buoy-based windmills could be linked to land by loss-free superconducting power transmission cables.

4. On the computer screen you will see

the following:

Choice A can be eliminated because the windmills are
described as being placed in deep water; choice B can
be eliminated because there is no indication that the
windmills would have to be near ports. The passage
directly contradicts choice C, since “buoys” (line 23) are
not stationary platforms. Choice E brings up the batteries
that were mentioned in line 4. However, such batteries are
not specifically related in the passage to sea-based
windmills. The passage does specifically mention highly
efficient cables as a critical part of the sea-based system.
Therefore, D is the best answer.

(One promising energy SOUMCE IS
sophisticated development of the basic
windmills that have ground grain, drained
land, and pumped water for centuries.
Coupled with advanced storage baftteres,
wery large windmills might safisfy total
energy needs for rural areas, towns, and
even small cities in locales where strong
and prevalent winds can be counted on,
Wind power has several adhantages. First,
no nev technology is really required.
Second. the energy source is inexhaustible
and one hundred percent clean. Third,
relatively little captal investment 15 needed
to install or operate windmills.

But wind power has major disadvantages,
too. Most obvioushy, it will work only in
limited geographical areas. Less obviousky,
large-scale deployment of huge windmills
mighl have unforeseen almuspheric and
environmental effects. And forests of giant
windmills might turn into ugly evesores.
Finally, the amount of electncity that could
be generated by wind power would simphy

The passage states that seas-based
windmills could provide energy effectively if

they were constructed in shallow wateor

they were located near major urban ports

they were placed on stationary platforms

the power they generaled could be
transferred efficiently tn store

the power they generated could be stored
in advanced high-capacity batteries

0 0000

Click on your choice.

Cne promiging energy source is
=nphisticated development of the hasic
windmillz that hawve ground grain, drained
land, and pumped watcr tor centunics.
Couplad with advanced storage barteries,
wery large windmills might =aticfy total
wnergy needs or rural areas, lowns, @nd
even small cities in locales where strong
and prosvalent winds can be counted on.
Wind power has several advantages. First,
no new technology is really required.
Second, the enengy source is inexhaostible
and one hundred percent clean. Third.
relatrvely Ittle capital investment 1s needed
to install or operate windmills.

But wind power has major dizadvantages,
oo, Most obnaosty, it will work onby in
limited geographical areas. Less obviously.
large scale deployment ot huge windmills
might have unforcscen atmospheric and
environmental effects. And forests of giant
windmill= mighl furm inlo ughy syesores.
Finalky, the amount of electrcity that could
be generated by wind power would simply

The passage slales hal seaebased windmills

: could provide energy effectiveby if

2 they were congtructed in challow water

<> they were located near major urban pors

T2 they were placed on statinnany platfonms

4 the power they generated could be
transterred ethcienthy to store

2 the power they generated could be ctored
in advanced high-capacity batteries

Click on your choiceo.

N
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

5.  On the computer screen you will see
the following:

Choice E is the correct answer. “A problematical issue is
discussed” summarizes the first two paragraphs, in
which both the pros and cons of a complicated situation
are examined. They are followed, in the third paragraph,
by the suggestion of “a partial solution,” which partially
remedies some of the problems of using windmills to
generate electricity.

relatively little capital investment is neaded :J
to install or operate windmills.

But wind power has major disadvantages,
too. bost obvioushy, it will work onhy in
limited geographical areas. Less obvioushy,
large-scale deployment of huge windmills
might hawve untorcscen atmosphenc and
anvironmental effects. And foreste of giant
weindenill= mighl Turn into nghy pyesores.
Finally. the amount of electricity that could i
be gonerated by wind power would cimply
e insufficient to mast major nationwide
HOBTY nees.

Howewver, a network of sea based
windmillz, placed on decp-occan buoys and
driven by the same prevailing winds that
nnee powered sailing wessels &l oeer The
world, could provide a substantial fraction
of the world's elactrical energy—especially
if the buoy-based windmille could be linked
to land by loss-free superconducting power
transmission cables.

zl

S'hich of the following best describes the
organization of the passage?

< A geries of interrelated events is arranged
chronologicalhy.

> A controversial theory is proposed and
then persuasively defended.

<2 Anunforeseen problem is described and
several examples are provided.

<> A criticism is summarized, evaluated, and
than dismigsad.

< A problematical issue is discussed and 2
partial solution suggested.

Click onyour chioies.

relatively little capital investment is needed  +|
10 install or operate windmills.

Dut wind power has major dizadvantages,
too. Most obsioushy, it will work only in
limited geographical areas. Less obviously,
large-scale deployment of huge windmills
might hawve unforescen atmosphenc and
ernaronmental eifeci=. And foresls of gianl
windmills might turn into ugly evesores,
Finalky, the amount of electricity that could Rii
b generaied by wind powesr woulld simplhy
be insufficient to meet major nationwide
energy needs.

IHowever. a network of sea-based
windmillz, placed on docp-occan buoys and
driven by the game pravailing winds that
once powered sailing vessels all over the
world, could prowide a substantial traction
ol The world™s elecincal energy—espacially
if the buoy based windmills could be linked
10 land by lose-free superconducting powear
transmiss=inn cables.

i

Which of the following best descrnbes the
arganizatinon of the passage?

2 A geries of interrelated events is arranged
chromologicalhy.

<2 A controversial theory is proposed and
than pereguasisely defandad.

<2 Anunforeseen problem is described and
soveral cxamples arc provided.

2> A criticism is summarized, evaluated, and
then dismissed.

o A problematical iIscue 1S discussed and o
prartial solution suggeesiad.

Click on your choice.

I mm—————, =
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

6. On the computer screen you will see

the following:

In making the comment about Michelangelo’s greatness,
the author relies on information Vasari has supplied. If
Vasari’s claims that Michelangelo worked with great care
and was inspired by his work are not correct, the author’s
claim about Michelangelo may not be valid. It would
therefore be useful to know the information represented
by choice C. Choice A may appear at first glance to be
relevant, but it is not as good a choice as C, since Vasari
might have known Michelangelo quite well but not have
supplied accurate information in his biography. Choice B
is even less satisfactory since we are concerned only with
how Vasari described Michelangelo, not how he
described other painters. Choice D, while it might confirm
statements about Michelangelo’s skill, does not help us
evaluate the author’s claim in the last sentence of the
passage. Choice E can be eliminated for similar reasons.
C is, therefore, the best answer to this question.

Wi'hen Michelangelo begain painting the ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel, he had frve painters assisting him in the
techniques of fresco, in which he was rolatively unckilled.
Finding their waork inadequate, he dismissed them and
resohqed o accomplish the whole 1ask by himsell. Vasari.
his frirnd and bingrapher, tells us that Michelangeln worked
through four yvears “with the utmost solicitude, labor, and
sludy.”

Creathity such as Michelangelo®s is self-nourishing:
Wasan states that Michelangelo “became more and more
kindled by his fervor in the work.” T believe thal this inferplay
of creativity and effort is what constitutes genius—and what
made Michelangelo a great artist.

In order to evaluate the wvalidity of the author's claim
regarding Michelangelo (lines 0-10), # would be most helptul
to know which of the following?

<= How woll Wasari know Micholangolo

€2 How Wasari characterized other qreat painters

<2 Whether Yasari's descriptions of Michelangelo are
Accurate

€2 Whether Michelangelo was skilled at fresco painting when
he finished the Sistine ceiling

<= Whether Michelangeln created all of his major works
without assistants

Chck on your choce,

When Michelangeln hagain painting the ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel. he had trve painters assisting him in the
lechniques of fresco. in which he was relatively unskilled.
Finding their work inadequate, he dismissed them and
resohsed to accomplish the whole task by himself. Vasari,
his fnend and iographer, tells us thal Michelangelo worked
through four years “with the utmost solicitude. labor, and
atuy.”

Creatmnaty such as Michelangelo’s 1= self-nourishing?
Yasan slales thal Michelangelo “became more and more
kindled by his fervor in the work.™ 1 beliewve that this interplay
of creatiity and effort is what constitutes genius—and what
made Michelangelo a greal arhi=sl.

In arder to evaluate the walidity of the author’s claim
regarding Michelangelo (lines B-10), # would be most helptul
to know which of the following?

<> How well Vasari know Michelangelo

<2 How Vasari characterized other graat paintars

- VWhether Vasan's descnphions of Michelangelo are
accurale

<2 Whither Michelangelo was skilled ot frosco painting when
he finizhed the Sistine ceiling

2 Whelher Michelangelo crealed all of s major works
without assistants

Click on your choico.
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Computerized Pre-Professional Skills Test: Reading (5710)

Question 7

TAKEOUT FOOD ORDERED

IN MURRAYVILLE IN 2005

25,000 Type of
§ 20.()0(} - Takeout Food
h= Pizza
© 15,000 -
S B Chinese
g 10,000+ food
g [J Rotisserie

5.000 4

~ chicken

On the computer screen you will see
the following:

Ist 2nd  3rd | 4th
Qr Qr Qr Ot

TAKEOUT FOOD ORDERED
IN MUEEAY VILLE IN ZD0%

5. 000494—m—m— Typo of
20,000 Food
II:I Pizza
S 15,000
= B Chinese
E 10,000 fioed
[0 Rotsscriz
5,000 S
w Ist 2nd  3rd  dh
nr dur e e
Which conclugion about takeout food ordered in bMurrsyeville
in 2006 i best supported by the dala presented in the graph
abowe?

<=» Chinese food was the most ordered takeout food for esch
quartor.

< During the secand quartar, fewear arders were placed far
Chinese food than for rotisserie chicken.
<22 During the fourth gquarter, an approximalely equal number of =
5 DG SAEh GLATIE. Mera ofEars Wars placad for BiZ28
= Ei:‘angfor el:‘hgr CLmlese fuoddor rohsser’i?el ehiglf:n.p
<5 More orders were placed for pizza duning the second half
of the year than ware placed during the first half of the
wear.
Click on wour choice.
Choice A can be eliminated because there are clearly
. . . TAKEOLIT FOUHI CHLDHERELD -l
fewer orders for Chinese food than for pizza in both the IN MURRAY VILLE IN 2005
. . . . 25 000
first and second quarters. Choice B is incorrect because Emm
there were more orders for Chinese food than for S 15.000
rotisserie chicken in the second quarter. Choice D can E“’m"
. . . 5,000
be eliminated because pizza was clearly not the most o
ordered food item in the third and fourth quarters. Also, aw G & &
Choice E is incorrect because the combined pizza A Dbl e s i L e
. abowve?
orders for the first and second quarters are clearly _
i i . <2 Chinese food was the most ordered takeout food for each
greater than the combined pizza orders for the third and D m—
u u . i is, , wer: 8= Curing 1he fourth ausrier, Sn spproxmarely equal number of x
fourth quarters. Choice C is, therefore, the best answer Jarin the fourth auaner: s
. orders woere placed for pizza and for Chinese food.
results for the fourth quarter show that orders for pizza Sy e e
and for Chinese food were about the same, if not B kb e S S R bl R
. ) asr,
identical. Click an your choice.
73348-54539 « WEBPDF78
10
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